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GALAT. Yi 15, 

In Chriſt Jeſus neither Circumciſion 
availeth any thing, nor Uncircum- 
ciſton, but a new Creature. 


Wes is evident, and on all Hands 
I confeſſed, that the End of 
Ke CHRIST's coming into the 
World was to open the way to 
eternal Life by Faith and true 


| Repentance. The World had long lain un- 
der great Darkneſs and Corruption; the 


Heathens more eſpecially, whom St. Paul 


repreſents as walking in the Vanity of their 


Mind; as alienated from the Life of God 


through the Ignorance that was in them ; 


as being paſt feeling, and having given 


themſelves over unto Laſciviouſneſs to work 


all Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs, Eu. iv. 18. 


$9 that their coming to Chrift, and ſub- 


mitting to be governed by the pure Law of 
his Goſpel, muſt infer a great and a mighty 
Change, as is intimated in the next Chapter 
V 8. YeweRE ſometimes Darkneſs, but N o 
are ye light in the Lord. And 1 Co. vi. 9. 
— Neither Fornicators, nor Idolaters, nor 
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Adulterers — nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor 
Drunkards, nor Revilers, nor Extartioners, 
ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God. And 
SUCH WERE ſome of vou; but ye are 
WASHED, but ye are SANCTIFIE D, but 
ye are juſtified in the Nome of the Lord 
Jeſus and by the Spirit of our God. 

This Change, from Light to Darkneſs; 
from Uncleanneſs to Holineſs; running 
through the whole moral! Man, and ſhew- 
ing itfelf in every Inſtance of Behaviour; 
is in Scripture ſet forth by a Variety of E. | 
preſſions. Our Saviour calls it a Nzw 
BIR TH. Except a Man be BORN AGAIN 
he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, Jon. 
iii. 3. St. Paul, a new Spirit, a new Man, 
or (as the Text has it) a mew Creature. 
The very Variety of theſe Expreſſions ſhews 
them to be figurative; and the Circumſtan- 
ces of the Places where they are uſed ſuf— 
aciently open to us their true Meaning. 
The New Spirit and the New Man, are 
oppoicd to the Old Man, the former EvII 
ConveRSATION; And they who are thus 
renewed are ſaid to be created in RIGHTE- 
oOUSNESS and TRUE Flotiness; putting a- 
way Lying — Anger — Stealing, and all 
manner of corrupt "Communication, Een. iv. 
22,—29. To be created in Righteouſneſs 
(that is, to be ſo diſpoſed in Heart and 
Mind as to follow after Righteouſneſs) is to 
be a NEW CREATURE; as St. Paul himſelf 
has very plainly hewn us in other Places, 

where 


EE. 
where the ſame thing is mentioned in o- 
ther Terms. In the Text he ſays, that in 
Chriſt Feſus neither Circumciſion availeth a- 
ny thing, nor Uncircumciſion, but a NEW 
CREATURE. In the Chapter before (V 6.) 
he ſays, in Jeſus Chriſt neither Circumciſion 
availeth any thing, nor Uncircumciſion, but 
FAITH WHICH WORKETH BY Love; and 
1 Cok. vii. 19, Circumciſion is nothing, and 
Uncircumciſion is nothing, but the KEEPING 
THE COMMANDMENTS oF Gop, Fatth, 
then, which worketh by Love, is the NEw 
CREATURE ; and keeping the Commandments 
of God, is the NEw CRraTuRE: He who 
_ anſwers to any one of theſe Characters, is 
what is intended by alt the reſt; for they 
ALL mean but one and the ſame thing, 
How the State of a true Believer came 
to be reprefented to us in ſuch Figures as 
theſe, it is not at all difficult to apprehend. 
For there is that Difference between the 
Temper and Diſpoſition of a Man addicted 


do his Senſual Luſts, and that of the ſame 
3 Man when reformed by the Influence of 
the Goſpel; as, in a great meaſure and in 
— ſerveral reſpects, will anſwer, in Compariſon, 
11 do the natural Birth, or to a natural Crea- 
. tion. A Regenerate Man hath a Senſe and 
+ Apprehenſion of Spiritual things, which he 
d bad not in his unregenerate State: Juſt as 
to a2 new born Infant has a Senſe and Appre- 
of henſion of natural things, which it had not 


ces, wWhilſt it was impriſoncd in the Womb. 
jele | . | And 
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And with reſpe& to the moſt valuable and 
deſireable End of Life, our future Feli- 
city; the Intereſt we have in Chriſt by be. 
coming his Diſciples, and forming our 
Minds and our Manners, according to his 
Divine Precepts; brings us, as it were, from 
a State of Non. Exiſtence to a State of Be- 
ing. For in this reſpect, without Chr:/t 
we are as nothing. We have no Right, no 
Title, no Claim or Pretenſion to the Hea- 
venly Reward, but by our relation to Chriſt 
who hath purchaſed this Inheritance for us. 
Furthermore, As we are horn and created 
by the Hand of Gad, ſo are we regenera- 


WW: by the Power of his SPIRIT, as our Sa- 


viour intimates to us, Jo H. iii. 5. Except a 
Man be born of — the Sp1R1T he cannot en- 
ter into the Kingdom of God. Which Ex- 
preſſion ſhews at once the Neceſſity, both 
of the New Birth to qualify us for eternal 
Happineſs, and, of the Aids of God's Grace 
to work in us that Change, which is ſigni- 
fied by our being born again. But this 1s 
likewiſe proved from all thoſe Paſſages in 
Scripture (of which there 1s great Variety) 
where the Life of a good, Chriſtian from 
the Beginning to the Concluſion of it is 
referred to the Grece of God working in 

: Us both to will and to do. For if it is o w- 
ing to God's Grace, that we love him and 
keep his Commandments; that we believe 
in Chriſt, and ſhew forth the Fruits of 
our Faith in our Lives and Converſations 


Fo 


and if this be the thing that is meant by 
our being born again, and being New Crea- 
tures, as I have now ſhewn: It muſt needs 
be that he who is born of God, is born 
of the Spirit allo. 

Lou ſee now what it is to be born again. 
And by what has been thus briefly ſaid, 


every Chriſtian may judge whether he 
is a new Creature, Is his Faith a lively 


Faith working by Love? Doth he add to 
his Faith Virtue, and to Virtue Knowledge, 
and to Knowledge Temperance, and to Tem- 


perance Patience, and to Patience Godlineſs , 


and to Godlineſs brotherly Kindneſs, and to 


brotherly Kindneſs Charity? If he doth; he 


has the Aſſurance of God's Word that he is 
neither barren nor unfruitful in the Kno- 


ledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. i. 5-8. 


| What is that Fruit good for which ripen- 
eth not unto the Harveſt? — But the Apoſtle 


tells us, a few Verſes after, that F we do 
theſe Things, an Entrance ſhall be miniftred 
unto us into the everlaſting Kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. Yet our 


| Saviour tells us, that except a Man be born 
| again he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. 
To be born again therefore can imply no 


more than the doing theſe Things. . 

Some, not content with this plain and 
ealy Notion of the new Birth, fill them- 
ſelves and others with fantaſtical Conceits. 


l They ſuppoſe the new Birth to be the Work 
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of God's Spirit, and ſo far they are right. 
Bat they will have it to be a ſenſible Ope- 
ration; an Operation which may be fe/? 
and diſtinguiſbed as the Hand of God upon 
them; overpowering, as it were, the Soul: 
And unleſs Men are able to give Account 
of their having at ſome time or other ex- 
perienced ſome ſuch ſudden Change within 
themſelves; they will nct allow him to be 
regenerate, nor therefore, in a ſavable State. 
There is this ſtrong Preſumption againſt 
this Notion at firſt View; That it agrees 
not with the ordinary Methods of God's 
Providence in other Caſes, nor with the 
State of Man conſidered as a State of Tryal. 
The Apoſtle tells us that we walk by Faith, 
not by Sight, 2 Cor. v. 7. And of this we 
have the Experience: For God doth not 
make himſelf known to us by ſenſible Ma- 
nifetaticns of his Preſence, We do not 
fee his Shape, nor hear his Voice; but he 
leaves us to find him out by the Works of 
his Providence. This is our proper Trial. 
As little Cauſe is there to think that (ordi- 
narily) God makes himſelf known to us by 
fenſible Operations of his Spirit upon our 
Minds. For any ſenſible Interpoſition of 
Providence to direct us in the Government 
of ourſelves, whether externally or inter- 
nally offered, comes to the ſame thing. The | 
proper Trial of Faith is when we yield O- 


bedience to God upon the Notices of bis 
1 Word, 
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Word or the Dictates of our Reaſons under 
the Conduct and Influence of our natural 
Powers: Nor will this exclude the Concur- 
rence of the Divine Grace Helping our In- 
firmities, whilſt the Work of the Spirit is 
| conſidered only as a ſecret, imperceptible 
Operation. It is the Hand of Gop as vi- 
ſibly or ſenſibly diſtinguiſhable from common 
Cauſes that turns Faith into Sight. What 
appears not to be the Work of God, is to 
all Intents and Purpoſes of Faith the ſame 
as if it was not fo. In ſuch a Caſe it muſt 
be by Faith that we know it to be God's 
Work, if we know it at all. 
There are Caſes where it is neceſſary for 
| Gon to make himſelf /en/ibly known to 
the Minds of Men; as when he means to 
make new Diſcoveries of his Will, But 
theſe Caſes are out of the Queſtion. For 
ſuch Notiges, are not intended for the Be- 
nefit of thoſe to whom they are immedi- 
ately communicated, but for the common 
Good. Faith muſt have ſome Ground to 
ſtand upon, and muſt reſolve itſelf into the 
extraordinary Manifeſtations of God's Will 
made known to particular Perſons; in 
which Caſes there is always the proper E- 
vidence to convince others that they deſerve 
their Attention, So it was with the Apo- 
ſtles of Chriſt. They had the Manifeſt- 


ation of the Spirit within themſelves, de- 


claring unto them the whole Counſel of 
God, as it concerned the Salvation f 
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Mankind by his Son; and the Miracles 
which they wrought to ſhew that what 
they ſpake was from Gop, were the Evi- 
dence of it. But theſe Men have no Proof 
to offer for their inward Manifeſtations, 
unleſs their own confident Aſſertions may 
be admitted as ſuch. 

But if it were granted that Gop's leading 
Men to Repentance, by /enfible Manifeſta- 
tions of himſelf in the Soul, is conſiſtent 
with the ordinary Ways of his Providence; 
this will only prove that it may be ſo; and 
the Point will ſtill be how do we know 
that it zs ſo? To this ſome one will anſwer, 
I feel it; I have the Experience of it; 
and, fo far as I can perceive, there will be 
no diſputing this Point with him: For you 
can no more confute a confident Man who 
tells you that he feels the Spirit, than you 
could if he ſhould tell you he felt a Pain 
in his Toe or in his Finger, If you ſhould 
aſk, How he diſtinguiſbes what he calls the 
Motions of the Spirit, from the natural 
Operations of the Soul; you are never the 
nearer. He will anſwer you that he knows 
them himſelf: But that he can no more ex- 
plain the Difference to you, than he is able 
to give a blind Man a Notion of Colours, 
or a deaf Man of Sounds. There wy 

be Reaſon in this, if this was all. It 1 
experience any thing it is. this, that 1 am 
free to act, or to forbear; to lift up my 
Hand, or to let it fall: But 1 cannot make 

another 
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another Man underſtand this, if he ſhould 
deny that he hath any ſuch Experience 


in himſelf, Such Enquiries therefore will 


come to nothing, —— But the Queſti- 
ons you may very properly aſk are 


theſe: «+ What are your Experiences to 
„ me? You fay that you feel the Spirit; 


« but do you ſay that I muſt feel it too, or 
« elſe Jam not regenerate, or elſe I cannot 
« be ſaved? How do you prove this? The 
« Scripture ſays I muſt be born of the Spi- 
« vit; but does it ſay the New Birth is and 
« muſt be a ſenſible Operation of the Spi- 


« rit? If it does, ſhew me where it ſays 
„ ſo; if you cannot do this, why will you 


« pretend to be wiſer than Gop? Why do 
« you lay that upon me, which the Scrip- 
« ture has not declared neceſſary to my 
« Salvation? You ſay that you have the 


« Spirit; what has the Spirit done for you ? 
« Are you led to Repentance? ſo am I by 


te the Grace of Gop, tho I know nothing 
ee of ſuch inward Feelings as you talk of. 
« Why then is not my Repentance as good 
ee as yours? Why am I not regenerate as 
« well as you?” Theſe Queſtions are not 
to be anſwered. For in the firſt Place it is 
certain that the Seripture no where ſays, 
that the New Birth muſt be a /en/ible Ope- 
ration of the Spirit. Our Saviour's Words 
look the other way; The Wind bloweth 
where it lifteth, and thou heareſt the Sound 


| thereof, but can ſt not tell whence it cometh 
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and whither it goeth: So is every one that 
7s born of the Spirit, Joh. iii. 8. We hear 
the Wind, and we feel it too, becauſe its 
natural Effect is to ſtrike upon our bodily 
Organs, We know that we are under the 
Guidance of God's Spirit the ſame way, 
that is, by its Efe&s; by being diſpoſed to 
do the Will of our heavenly Peder: But 
whence this good Diſpoſition cometh, by the 
Manner in which it affe&ts and moves us, we 
cannot tell; nor therefore can we tell by 
any thing we feel within ourſelves that it 
cometh from Gop, Accordingly we may 
obſerve that the Scripture never refers Men 
to their inward Feelings, or Experiences to 
know whether they are born of Gop, but 
to the Fruits of the Spirit in their Lives 
and Converſations, So St. John, Mhatlſoever 
zs born of God overcometh the World; 
and this is the Victory that overcometh the 
World, even our Faith, 1 Fe. v. 4. To 
the ſame Purpoſe, Chap. iii. V9. Whoſoever 
is born of God doth not commit Sin. And 
Chap. ili. V 29. / we know that he (God) 
7s righteous, every one that doth Righteouſ- 
neſs is born of him, When you find in 
yourſelves therefore ſuch good Fruits as 
| theſe; a Faith working by Love, and leading 
to Repentance; ſhould you be told that you 
are not born of God or of the Spirit; anſwer 
boldly upon the Credit of God's Word, that 
you are, Of your own Virtues you are 
conſcious, and may give the proper Proofs a 
: 3 = Ki 
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and you know by God's Word that it is 


by his Grace that you are thus diſpoſed. 
This is all the Experzence you want; and if 
there are any who boaſt of other Expe- 
riences than this, you may very well leave 


ſuch Boaſters to be wiſe by themſelves. 


Without troubling yourſelf therefore to 
know, whether another Man feels the 
Spirit, or whether he feels it not, you have 
this Certainty to truſt to; that if you hold 
the Faith in a pure Conſcience, you have 
every thing that 1s neceſſary for you. Reſt 
here the whole Matter. If they can prove 


from Scripture, that every Believer who 


keeps God's Commandments is not in a 


ſavable State, or that a Man may be a good 
Chriſtian and yet be damned; you may 


liſten to what they have to fay about their 
inward Experiences, and their ſpiritual 
Feelings, if after this any thing can be faid 
about Religion that is worth the liſtening 
to, But if they cannot prove this (which 


it is impoſſible they ſhould) and you are 
ſecure of your Virtues; you have nothing 
to do with any thing farther. | 


And as this is a ſure way of judging of 
our ſpiritual Eſtate; ſo it is the only /afe one. 


| When a Man tells me he feels the Spirit, 
I may not be able to ſhow him the contra- 


ry to his own Satisfaction: But this I know, 


| that Men may fancy that they feel the Spi- 


rit, when they feel nothing but the Work- 
ings of their own Paſſions; and whenever 
IT this 
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this is the Caſe, they will be apt very confi- 
dently to preſume themſelves to be God's 
Favourites, when yet there are many Diſor- 
ders in them which want to be corrected and 
reformed, It is many times not hard for in- 


different Judges, to diſtinguiſh theſe Caſes , 


tho' it is the hardeſt thing in the World for 
the Perſons ſo unhappily poſſeſſed to find out 


 themſefves; ſuch is the Witchcraft and In- 


fatuation of an Enthufiaſtick Turn of Mind! 
Our Saviour tells us, that every Tree is 
known by its Fruits; and what are the Fruits 


of the Spirit? Nat yain and confident 


Boaſtings; not raſh uncharitable Cenſures, 
damning all that do not feel what they feel; 


not gathering tumultuous Aſſemblies, to the : 
| Diſturbance of the publick Peace, or the 


Prejudice of Families ; not denying Men 


the Uſe of God's Creatures, which he hath 


appointed to be received with Thankſgiving; 
not ſetting at nought all Rule and Authori- 
ty, nor intruding into other Men's Labours; 


not encouraging Abſtinence, Prayer, or any 


other religious Exerciſes to the Neglect of 
the Duties of our Station, Nor theſe, nor 
any ſuch diſorderly Doings, however co- 


loured over with a ſpecious Shew of Piety, 
are the Fruits of the Spirit; but Love, 
Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, 
Meckneſs, as St, Paul ſpeaks, Gal. v. 22. 
God is not the Author of Confuſion but of 


Peace, and of a ſound Mind * ; and when- 


1 1 Cor. Xiv. 33. 
ever 
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ever you obſerve contrary Effects in thoſe 
| who pretend to more than common Gifts, 
you may be very certain, that, whatever 
Spirit elſe they are led by, they are not led 
by the Spirit of God. jo 
Reaſonable Perſons will thus judge who 
ſee things at a Diſtance. But as in ordi- 
nary Caſes, we ſtand in too near a Point of 
View to eſpy our own Detects; it will be 
much more ſo when Reaſon is blinded by 
the Diſorders of an overheated Imagina- 
tion: And when Men are ſtrongly prepoſ- 
ſeſſed that they feel the Impulſe of the 
Spirit within themſelves; that they are full 
of God, full of the Holy Ghoſt; ſuch Pre- 


e poſſeſſions will have a greater and more 
e certain Influence upon their Conduct than 
n the plaineſt Rules in the Bible; which 
th will either be wholly overlooked or made 
g; do bend and. give way to their own private 
ri- KF Conceits. Hiſtory furniſhes us with Ex- 
rs; KF mples of this kind fad and many! — On 


oy | the other hand; when Men forſaking the 
. of plain Rule of God's Word, refer them- 
I {elves to their inward Experiences, they 
may eaſily fail of thoſe Comforts and Aſ- 
| lurances as to their ſpiritual State which in 
| Reaſon ought to be the Support of their 
Virtues, and which their Virtues are in 
| themſelves naturally diſpoſed to yield. It 
an eaſy Matter for a Man to ſatisfy him- 
yhen- {lf in ſuch Queſtions as theſe; am I ſober, 
jam I chaſte; am I juſt and charitable to 
| : my 


E 


Caſes) it cuts up Virtue to the very Root; 
for he who has no Hope in God car have 
no Heart to ſerve him. 

You ſee now where this matter ends; 
and thus much I thought it needful to fay 
at this time to guard the Unwary againſt 
ſome common Delufions. But there is an- 
other Caution of more general Concern that 
ſhould be attended to; which is, that the 


ſoundeſt Faith, and the moſt excellent Wor- 


ſhip, will avail us nothing without a ſober 
and a virtuous Life. Faith enters into the 
Notion of the new Creature; but it 1s not 


the whole of it. To ſerve God in the uſe 
of his Ordinances is his Commandment to 


us; but / only as to be ſubſervient to a 
farther End, the Reformation of our Man- 
ners, and the Improvement of our Virtues. 
Without this Faith is dead, and Religion is 
vain, Thoſe who would do any Credit to 
the Goſpel or Service to themſelves, mult 
ſhew that they are the better for it. Reſt- 
ing in mere Externals is like truſting to the 
Ceremonies of the Law; for what is there 
in going to Church, and frequenting the Sa- 
crament, more than in being circumciſed, 


the mere Work only confidered? The Shew 
and Outſide of Religion when there is no- 
thing to anſwer it in Practice, not only de- 
feats our own Hopes (if we have any Hopes 


in another World) but gives great Offence 
to all ſerious Minds; and it would be well 
25 worth 
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worth our conſidering whether the Unfruit- 
fullneſs of many under the common means 
may not have been a Handle to others of a 
more religious Turn, to ſtrike out into By- 

ways and be the Authors of new Projects, 
when they have obſerved that the ordinary 
Methods would not do. I do not ſay that 
this is judging right: For it is not the Me- 
thod, but Diligence and Induſtry in the uſe of 
that Method that does the Work. A Man 
may be as religious as he pleaſes under any 
Method that is but right, if he will take the 
Pains for it. But as ſome Methods are better 
calculated to ſerve the Purpoſes of Religion 
than others, and all Men are naturally fond 
of their own Schemes; the Offences which 
are given by ill Conduct are eaſily imputed 
to ſome Defect in the Method, which thoſe 
who ſee or think they ſee, will be for 
mending as well as they are able. As Mat- 
ters ſtand with us of the Church of Eng- 
land, there are ſufficient Means of Chriftian 
Improvement without going out of the 
common Road, if Men are diſpoſed to 
make the beſt of them. In this City a 
Man may go to Church every Day; be 
may receive the Sacrament (I prefume) in 
his Pariſh Church once a Month, or, elſe- 
where, every Sunday, if he thinks it con- 
venient. This, one would ſuppoſe, is very 
well. But this will not ſatisfy many. Re- 
ligious Societies are ſet up; which are At- 
ſociations 
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ſociations®( chiefly) of private Men, for 
praying, reading (if not expounding) the 
Scriptures, ſinging Pſalms, and fo forth, 
It hath a very good Look, when there are 
ſo many Combinations for Vice, that there 
ſhould be ſome alſo for the Encouragement 
of Virtue; and there may undoubtcdly be 
very good Uſes made of ſuch Meetings, pro- 
vided Men keep themſelves within proper 


Bounds. But here lyes the Danger! The 


being at the Head of a Society (as of a 


Sect) gives a Man Szgnificancy within that 


little Sphere, who would not perhaps be 
taken Notice of in his common Capacity ; 
and when Men once grow opinionated of 


| themſelves and fond of their own 677/18 


(which is a wonderful eaſy Attainment ) 


they will be apt to run into wild Fancies, 


and the Pale of the Church may grow too 
narrow for them. There have been In- 
ſtances of this Sort I am well aſſured; I 


hope they are not frequent *, 


* The Preacher, and Writer beforementioned who had 
his Orders among us, and ſtill profeſſes himſelf a Mem- 
ber of the Church of England, tells us of ſome Conver- 
ſation he had with Qualers, in his Journeyings. It ſeems 
they could not agree about the Uſe of the Sacraments and the 
Payment of Tithes ; but (ſays he) © I think their Notions about 
walking and being led by the Spirit are RIGHT and 
GOOD,” Journal continued, p. 59. The young Man, you 
perceive, is in a very hopeful way! He is a Qraker already 
in the firſt and leading Principle of that Sect. As to his 
Scruples about Tyrhes, Cc. they may abate as he grows better 
«cquainted with them, to which he ſhews a great Diſpo- 
ſition by the Complements he pays them. Pray obſerve th 8, 
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3 «ud mark the End of it. 


The thing 1 
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God from whom 
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ood enforce 
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i Gould hinder us? Is not the 
Church of God, itſelf a Religious Society, in 

f by the 
and ſacred Engagements vinds himſelf to 


Thankſgivings, 
Holy Communion? 


"priety of 


Tore) Callings; * we are 9049 
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moſt ſolemn 


What 
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and ſure 
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Ho nds to 
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4 WM 

ded and overheated Zeal. This laſt is a 
Fault that Men do not offen want to be 
told of; but ſometimes they do; and when 
they do, they ſhould be put in mind of 


what St. Paul ſays, 1 CoR. vii. 24. Bre- 
thren, let every Man wherein he is called 


therein abide, with God. We may be with 
God, you ſee, and in our Callings too; yea, 
jf we abide not in our Callings we cannot 


ſerve God * as we ovght to ſerve him, We 
may pray, and faſt, and do many other 
ſuch like things; but this will not be ſerv- 


ing God, if we neglect the Duties of our 


Callings. The Station in which every Man 
is placed by the Providence of God, ſhews 
him his Duty as plainly as any written Law 


can do; and when religious Duties fall in 
with theſe and help them forward, they are 


* He enly will adorn the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
*« Chriſt in all ghings who is careful to perform all the Civil 
Offices of Life, whether Servant, Maſter, or Miſtreſs. — 
„This is the Morality which I preach.” Waztefield's Journal 
continued, p. 91. I hope his Followers will mind this, 
and that HE will conſider how this agrees wich his Prac- 
tice, and with his Treatment of the Miniſter of St. 
Michael's, and the Gentlemen of Glouceſter of whom he 
Account, p. 74. The Miniſter of St. 
Michael's was pleaſed to lend me his Church yeſterday 
and to- day; but ſome wealthy Demetrius's being offend- 
** ed at theGreatneſs of the Congregations, and alledging” 


upon ExPERIENCE no doubt) “ that it kept People from 
it kep P 


their Buſineſs, he was influenced by ſome of them to deny 
** the Uſe of his Pulpit any more on a Week Day.” Upon 
which he remarks— Alas! what an Enmity there is 
in the natural Man againſt the Succeſs of the Goſpel ! 
How fond are they of Pharaoh's Objection. ye are idle, 


* ye are idle, therefore ye ſay, let us go worſhip the Lord.” 
Ex ore tuo. 


accept- 
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acceptable to God. But what think you? 
If a Man ſhould refuſe to maintain his aged 
and indigent Parents; would it be a Juſtifi- 
eation to ſay, that he gives away his Mo- 
ney in Charity? Our Saviour hath decided 
this Point to our Hands, and tells us plain- 
ly it is making the Word of God of none 
Effect, MARK vii. 15. It would be the 
ſame Caſe if a Servant ſhould neglect to do 
his Maſter's Buſineſs, or the Huſband or 
Wife to take Care of their Families upon 
ꝛshatever Religious Pretence it is done: For 
God cannot diſannul the eternal Laws of 
his own Government; and Religion is not 
Religion, but Folly or ſomething worſe, 
when it is made uſe of as a Handle to 
fuch Practices as theſe. 

May God grant unto us all the 85 writ of 
a 2 ſound Mind, that having ſerved him 4 
fully in this Life, we may of him be final- 
ly. rewarded ; for the Sake of Jef is Chriſt, 


To whom with the Father and the Hol; 


Ghoſt be all Honour and Glory moto 
and for evermore. Amen, 


FINIS. 
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